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General Assembly
Lisbon, Instituto Camões, Friday 14 November 2008
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF

THE EUROPEAN FEDERATION OF NATIONAL INSTITUTIONS FOR LANGUAGE

Lisbon, Friday 14 November 2008
Participating existing member organisations and their delegates (by country)

Austria: 
Österreichisches Sprachen-Kompetenz-Zentrum (Austrian Language Competence 

Centre)



Wolfgang Moser

Belgium: 
(French Community)

Service de la langue française (French Language Service)


Laetitia Suram
(Flemish Community): see: Netherlands

Bulgaria:
Institute for Bulgarian Language, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences


Vasil Rainov



Yordanka Trifonova

Czech Republic: Institute of the Czech National Corpus- Univerzita Karlova


  František Čermák
Denmark: 
Dansk Sprognævn (Danish Language Council)



Niels Davidsen-Nielsen



Sabine Kirchmeier-Andersen

Estonia: 
Eesti Keele Instituut (EKI) (Institute of the Estonian Language)



Urmas Sutrop


Estonian Language Council



Birute Klaas  
Finland: 
Kotimaisten kielten tutkimuskeskus / Forskningscentralen för de inhemska språken (Research Institute for the Languages of Finland)



Pirkko Nuolijärvi



Mikael Reuter

France: 
Délégation à la langue française et aux langues de France (Delegation for the French Language and the Languages of France)



Xavier North



Jean-François Baldi

Germany:
Institute für Deutsche Sprache (Institute for the German Language)



Ludwig Eichinger



Gerhard Stickel



Deutsche Akademie für Sprache und Dichtung (German Academy for Language and 

Literature)



Peter Eisenberg
Greece: 
Kέντρο Ελληνικής Γλώσσας / Kentro Ellinikis Glossas (Centre for the Greek Language)



Vassiliki Dendrinou



Maria Theodoropoulou
Hungary: 
Ministry of Education and Culture


Márta Fischer 


Research Institute for Linguistics, Hungarian Academy of Sciences



István Kenesei

Italy: 

CNR Opera del Vocabolario italiano (Italian Dictionary Institute)



Pietro Beltrami 
Latvia: 

Valsts valodas komisija (State Language Commission)



Ina Druviete



Valsts valodas aġentūra (State Language Agency)



Janis Valdmanis

Lithuania: 
Lietviu Kalbos Institutas (Institute for the Lithuanian Language)


Jolanta Zabarskaite

Luxembourg: 
Institut Grand-Ducal

Guy Berg
Conseil permanent de la langue luxembourgeoise (Permanent Council of the Luxembourg 
Language)



Ralph Fichtner
Malta: 

Kunsill Nazzjonali ta'l-Ilsien Malti (National Council for the Maltese Language)



Albert Borg



George Farrugia
Netherlands: 
Nederlandse Taalunie (Dutch Language Union)



Linde van den Bosch



Ellen Fernhout 











Johan Van Hoorde
Poland: 
Rada Jezyka Polskiego (Council for the Polish Language)


Walery Pisarek



Krystyna Pisarkowa

Portugal: 
Instituto Camões


Simonetta Luz Afonso 



Fernanda Barrocas

Romania: 
Academia Româna, Institutul de Lingvistica (Romanian Academy) 



Marius Sala



Academy of Economic Studies of Bucharest


Corina Cilianu-Lascu

Slovakia: 
Ludovit Stur Institute of Linguistics, Slovakian Academy of Science


Slavomir Ondrejovich
Slovenia: 
Department of the Slovenian Language - Ministry of Culture



Janez Dular

Spain: 

Real Academia Española (Spanish Royal Academy)



Dario Villanueva
Sweden: 
Språkrådet (Swedish Language Council)



Olle Josephson



Birgitta Lindgren

United Kingdom: British Council


Tony Jones  


Oxford English Dictionary



John Simpson 

Associate Members

Norway: 
Norsk Språkråd (Norwegian Language Council)



Sylfest Lomheim

Iceland: 
Stofnun Árna Magnússonar í íslenskum fræðum, Málstöð


(The Árni Magnússon Institute of Icelandic Studies)


Ari Pall Kristinsson
Icelandic Language Council
Guðrun Kvaran
Absent member organisations and their delegates

Lithuania: 
Valstybine Lietuviu Kalbos Komisija (State Commission for the Lithuanian Language)



Irena Smetoniene (illness)
Ireland: 
Foras na Gaeilge


Pádraig Ó Riagáin


Seán Ó Cearnaigh (illness)
Italy: 

Accademia della Crusca



Cecilia Robustelli (due to airport strike)
Chair of the General Assembly
Gerhard Stickel (President of EFNIL)
Accompanied at the Chairman’s table by: Johan Van Hoorde (General Secretary of EFNIL) 

1 Welcome
Gerhard Stickel welcomed the participants and opened the meeting of the General Assembly at 14:15 am. The agenda was accepted.

2.
Approval of the minutes of the General Assembly in Riga (13 November 2007)
There is one change:

p. 3 Slovenia: delegate Marko Jensterle was also present.
The minutes of the General Assembly in Riga were approved.  

3. Acceptance of new institutions as member organisations or as associate organisations 
Five institutions were accepted as regular members:
Bulgaria
Institute for the Bulgarian Language, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

Represented by Vasil Rainov and Yordanka Trifonova

Czech Republic


Institute of the Czech National Corpus, Univerzita Karlova


Represented by František Čermák
Malta


Kunsill Nazzjonali ta'l-Ilsien Malti (National Council for the Maltese Language)

Represented by Albert Borg and George Farrugia 
Romania


(a) Academia Româna, Institutul de Lingvistica (Romanian Academy) 

     Represented by Marius Sala


(b) Academy of Economic Studies of Bucharest

    Represented by Corina Cilianu-Lascu

Slovakia


Ludovit Stur Institute of Linguistics, Slovakian Academy of Science

Slavomir Ondrejovich
4. Appointment of Honorary Advisors to EFNIL
The proposal to appoint former delegates of the Federation with particular merit as Honorary Advisors of EFNIL was accepted. Honorary Advisors could act as goodwill ambassadors or open doors for political contacts. 
5. Reports on activity year 2007-2008
5.1 Activity Report
- Bessy Dendrinos informed the Assembly that there have been contacts with Cyprus.  
- The process of obtaining recognition and substantive support from the European Commission is a difficult process. Efforts to strengthen the contacts will be continued.
5.2 Financial Report
The financial report had been reviewed by Bessy Dendrinos and Niels Davidsen-Nielsen and was accepted. The outstanding membership fees 2007-2008 for France and Luxemburg, mentioned in the report, have been paid. The General Secretary notes that the report reflects the situation at 30 June 2008.
6. Planning for the activity year 2008-2009

6.1
Activity and project programme  

- There are two textual changes:

p. 2, 2.1: “2007-2008” should be replaced by “2008-2009”. 

p. 3, 3.1: “Riga” should be replaced by “Lisbon”.
- p. 1, General Activities, 1.1: “ .. to involve important non official languages of the European Union such as Catalan”  should be replaced by “… to involve important other organisations such as EBLUL” 

Gerhard Stickel stressed that membership of EFNIL is restricted to the institutions of the official languages. EFNIL recognizes the importance of regional and minority languages, but there are already other networks for these languages. The idea is to link to networks such as the Network of European Language Planning Boards and EBLUL. 
- Bessy Dendrinos asked that EFNIL’s language policy should be clearly stated on the web site. She promised to submit a draft text.  
- Before an English translation of the book on language legislation in the EU member states (prepared by the Délégation Générale à la Langue Française) can be made the member organisations have to update the description of their own legislation and institution. The French version of the text is available on the web site. Member organisations are also requested to check and complete/update the information about their organisation on the web site. Ellen Fernhout informed the Assembly that this information is also requested for the ELM questionnaire. Members could wait until they receive the questionnaire and check the information on the web site and in the book on language legislation at the same time.
- There is an editorial board (Sabine Kirchmeier-Andersen, John Simpson, Gerhard Stickel and Johan Van Hoorde) for the web site to check the correct use of English and to ensure that the web site accurately reflects the goals of EFNIL. 
- the ELM project group asked for comments on the draft questionnaire to be sent within three weeks.
The activity report was accepted.
6.2 Membership fee 2008-2009

The membership fees from Bulgaria, Czech Republic and Slovakia should be added on the income side (for the reduced fee of  € 1.500).
6.3 Secretarial support by the Nederlandse Taalunie

The proposal to give the Nederlandse Taalunie an annual compensation fee of € 10.000 for secretarial support was accepted.
6.4 Financial budget

The financial budget 2008-2009 was accepted.
7. Annual Conference 2009
The Annual Conference 2009 will take place in Dublin, Ireland. The suggested theme is ‘the relationship between national and regional minority languages’. It was decided not to include immigrant languages. The theme will be discussed later in greater detail with the organisers. The conference will take place in the usual period at the beginning/middle November. The exact date will be fixed later.
8. Lisbon resolution on language use in business and commerce in Europe
The draft of the Lisbon resolution, prepared by the Executive Committee, was accepted after some textual corrections and suggested additions. A new version of the text will be prepared and sent to all members before publication.   

Members will be asked later to translate the English text into their national language(s).
9. Miscellaneous and closing remarks
- Michael Reuter proposed that a letter of support from EFNIL should be sent to institutions experiencing planned reductions of budget and personnel. It was agreed that an institute in such a situation can send out a letter to all delegates. Each institution can take the initiative and send a support letter on an individual basis.  

- The papers of the Lisbon conference will be published in book format.
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