
LINGUISTIC LANDSCAPE OF CONTEMPORARY 
POLAND: RETURN TO THE FUTURE? 

tǊƻŦΦ  !ŘŀƳ tŀǿƱƻǿǎƪƛ ό¦ƴƛǿŜǊǎȅǘŜǘ ²ǊƻŎƱŀǿǎƪƛύ 
 

16TH EFNIL CONFERENCE,  AMSTERDAM  
10-12 October  2018 



Professor Walery Pisarek passed away  
at the age of 86, on Nov 5th, 2017, just 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ǝŀƭŀ άAmbasador polszczyznyέΦ   

https://pixabay.com/pl/przy-%C5%9Bwiecach-%C5%9Bwieczka-drugi-596158/ 

Mrs Chairperson, let us observe a one-minute silence in his memory   



ϭ tƛƻǘǊ .ǳǊŘŀΣ ƘǘǘǇǎΥκκŜŎƘƻŘƴƛŀΦŜǳκ 

prof. Walery Pisarek, 1931-2017 



  Plan of the presentation 

Å Definitions (language, linguistic landscape)  

Å Polish: language of the state and of the titular nation 
 ς Polish: selected features  
 ς knowledge of foreign languages in Poland  
 ς ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘȅ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ tƻƭŀƴŘ  

Å Special case: Upper Silesia  

ÅSpecial case: Ukrainian and/or "Rusyn" languages in today's 
Poland 

 

 



DEFINITIONS 



  Language: economic perspective 

Language is one of the information subsystems,  
which constitute a system of state administration  
and management.  

It enables interpersonal and social communication  
in the fields of administration, economy and culture;  
it also builds a community of its users, its prestige  
and economic potential.  



  Language: economic perspective 

Interestingly enough language defined in this way has much 
in common with typical business entities.  
 
ς it must be professionally managed  

(languages may be supervised and unsupervised)  
ς it needs innovations to succeed  

(various levels of technological and organisational support)  
ς it should be financially viable or at least balanced  

(loss-making, sustainable and profit-making languages) 



Professional management  
Universities, institutes, public institutions, schools 



Innovation 
imperative 



Financial 
viability 



  Linguistic landscape 

Linguistic landscape of a state includes the following:  
 
1. The official language of the titular nation  
2. Foreign languages known to citizens  
3. Minority languages  
пΦ aƛƎǊŀƴǘǎΩ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ  
 



POLISH FIRST:  
THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE 



  Polish: good and stable situation 

Genetic classification: Indo-European, West Slavic 

Writing system: alphabetic  

Status: defined by the Constitution of the Republic of Poland (Art.27). 

Polish shall be the official language in the Republic of Poland. This 
provision shall not infringe upon national minority rights resulting 
from ratified international agreements. 

Symbol of identity: indirectly in the preamble to the Act on  
the Polish Language.  

ώΧϐ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ tƻƭƛǎƘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƛǎ  
a constituting element of the Polish national identity and  
ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΧ  

 



  Polish: good and stable situation 

Internal diversity:  
very small (the change of borders after 1945 and related to it mass 
migrations which started in 1939)  

Legal and institutional protection:  
very high (numerous acts, educational system, scientific and academic 
institutions)  

Technological support: very high (CLARIN-PL)  

ς morphosyntactic taggers,  
ς syntax parsers,  
ς automatic summarisation systems,  
ς automated keywords generators,  
ς automatic speech recognition systems,  
ς rich lexical resources, including the biggest in the world wordnet  

  



  

Legal environment  
of Polish 

source: Walery Pisarek, The relationship between official and minority languages in Poland , EFNIL Conference in Dublin, 2009.  



Technological 
support 



lexeme Holandia  
in Polish Wordnet 



FOREIGN LANGUAGES  
IN POLAND 



  Language skills 

In the years following the break-free of Soviet domination  
in 1989 foreign language skills of Poles used to be described  
as poor.  

German was inherited from the war time (old generation).  

Russian as a sort of post-soviet competence (medium generation).  

English (and other western languages) were taught at school but 
not practiced.  

Today's situation is much better, especially among the young 
generations.   

 

Problem: data sources, subjectivity, various scales used  

 



Sources:  
EU and other  
public institutions  





Sources:  
reports created  
by information business  



Sources:  
ranking created by  
information business  



English skills: 
ranking of the EF 
Company 



  Language skills in Poland 

2018: 

Average level: ca 50% of the population speaking one L2  

Target level: 70% speaking one L2  

 



MINORITY LANGUAGES 



  aƛƴƻǊƛǘȅ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ tƻƭŀƴŘ 

Minority languages in Poland can be distinguished 
according to legal and factual sources.  

 

Legal sources: Act on national and ethnic minorities 
and on the regional languages  

 

Factual sources: national censuses, surveys  




